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Q: Today is the 10th of September, 2002. This is an interview with James R. Jones,
Ambassador James R. Jones, and you go by Jim, is that right?

JONES: Right.
Q: Well, to begin with, let's kind of start at the beginning. Could you tell me when and where
you were born and a little about your family?

JONES: Okay. Well, | was born and grew up in Muskogee, Oklahoma.

Q: Wasn't it Okee from Muskogee?

JONES: There was the song as a matter of fact. On May 5, 1939. My dad was for much of
his life a rural mail carrier and a postal clerk. He was sort of the original Willie Loman in that he
tried many things and didn't succeed as he hoped, but never quit trying.

Q: You're referring to The Death of a Salesman.

JONES: Right, right, right. My mother was a telephone operator. She was the oldest of five
children. Her parents, my grandparents, migrated from Wiesbaden, Germany, to Carlisle,
llinois, to St. Louis.

Q: Was this was on your mother's side, right?
JONES: On my mother's side. And my grandfather, maternal grandfather, migrated to

Oklahoma shortly after it became a state in 1908, roughly, to open the first Dun and Bradstreet
office in Oklahoma.



Q: What kind of business background did he...?

JONES: He was with Dun and Bradstreet his whole life.

Q: Did that come from anything from Germany or anything...?

JONES: Oh, | don't know that. My grandparents, my paternal grandfather, my father's father,
was born in 1846 and fought in the Civil War with the lllinois regiment and he married when he
was about 55 years old. And my dad was the oldest of those children and my dad was about 44
when | was born. So it was Kind of unusual that your grandfather, as opposed to great or
great-great grandfather fought in the Civil War.

Q: Actually, my grandfather was wounded at Gettysburg with the Wisconsin regiment; about
the same thing.

JONES: So anyway that's where | was born. We struggled but never felt poor, but we
certainly were struggling as a family. | had an older sister and an older brother. My dad wanted
to have a larger house and so we lived in what was then the segregated parts of Muskogee. We
lived in the black neighborhoods because we couldn't afford to get a bigger house.

Q: There was a black population then at that time?



JONES: Yes, in Muskogee County the black population was almost 25%. Then there was
some intermarriage because when the Indians, the civilized tribes, were removed from
southeastern United States and moved to what was then called Indian Territory before
Oklahoma became a state, they actually brought their slaves with them and they had black
slaves. So there was some intermarriage among Indians and blacks at that time. Not a whole
lot. Oklahoma was more South than it was North in terms of social patterns and there was de
facto and de jure segregation of schools and neighborhoods and things like that. And we lived
in the black neighborhoods so | grew up with a lot of black friends. It was kind of funny because
my next door neighbor was Leon Hughes, a black family. Leon Jr. was my age and we played
together and sort of instinctively from the time | was five or so | knew that | was going to get out
and make something. | knew instinctively that Leon was doomed to being in the segregated part
of town and that his horizons were limited. It's amazing how those instinctive impressions make
a lasting impression on you. It's one of the reasons I've been so progressive, | guess it would
be, on civil rights issues. It's not fair, by law, to hold a group of people back. So anyway that's
sort of the background. | went to a Catholic school. Being a Catholic in Oklahoma was an
unusual thing. | went to Catholic schools for the first through the eighth grades.

Q: Was your family Catholic?JONES: My mother's Catholic. And my father was not. My father
converted to Catholicism when he was, actually my freshman year in college, and he was about
63 years old at the time. So, when | was very small, my grandmother, paternal grandmother,
lived with us, and my paternal grandfather did, too. He died before | was born...the one who
fought in the Civil War. When | was very young, | would go with my mother to Catholic mass
and go with my paternal grandmother and father to the Methodist church.

Q: As a kid, | mean, you were born at the tail end of the Depression. Was there much talk in the
family about what happened? How did the family come out of the Depression?



JONES: Well my dad had started, tried to start a business, and we were still paying off those
debts until about 1950, as I recall. So, yes he lost a lot of money in the Depression. Not a lot of
money, but he lost whatever he had. And that's why he went to work for the Post Office, to have
a steady income. And it's very interesting, neither my mother or father had a college degree. My
mother had to leave school early because she was the oldest of the children and she had to help
pay the expenses of the family. That was expected in those days. It was not expected that
women would have a higher education in those days anyway. And my father went through high
school and then went off to World War |. He tried to play baseball professionally, but didn't
make that. So neither one of them had much education. And that was the interesting thing. My
childhood in Oklahoma and seeing the changes in Oklahoma was very, very helpful to me when
| was in Mexico as ambassador because Mexico was going through some of the same things
Oklahoma went through as | grew up and those experiences were very vivid, especially the
Depression experiences. My dad insisted that the three of us get a college education. And it
wasn't the education, it was the degree. He called it the sheepskin, because that was the ticket
to having a better life. So | mean | knew from the time even before | went to first grade that | was
going to college. | didn't know exactly what college was. It was just drilled into you from your
parents.

Q: For your parents, was Roosevelt sort of a god?

JONES: Absolutely, absolutely.

Q: Because | think a certain generation, particularly people who didn't have it made, Roosevelt
was something...to conjure a picture of Roosevelt on the wall and all of that.

JONES: It's interesting, my mother's family was apolitical. It was considered among some
German immigrants not to get involved in politics and so they stayed away from it. She voted
and all of that and was a Democrat but didn't get involved in it. My dad, his family, it's an
interesting family, his father was a Republican and as far as | can tell in my family, the only
other member...

Q: Was this the one on Bradstreet?

JONES: No, no, no. This was the Civil War guy. He was a staunch Republican and as far as
| know the only other person in our family who ever ran for office. He ran for county
commissioner in Kansas and lost. But he was a Republican and his wife, who was considerably
younger, my grandmother, was a staunch Democrat. And they had four sons: two were
Republicans and two were Democrats and my dad was the strong Democrat. But Roosevelt
had major impact. He was god-like.



Q: You went to school in Muskogee?

JONES: | went to Catholic schools through the first eight years and then | went to the public
schools. | wanted to play sports and | wanted to be involved in the debate team, and some of
the things the Catholic schools didn't have and so | went to the public schools, West Junior High
School and then Muskogee Central High School.

Q: Back to the Catholic school. Did you have the nuns with the rulers or...?

JONES: | did indeed. | went to Sacred Heart School, which was the Sisters of St. Joseph
Carondelet for my first five years. My first and second grade teacher was named Sister Marie
Loyola. In retrospect she was probably in her early to mid-twenties. When | was in first grade
she seemed much older than that, however. She was absolutely a delight. She inspired all of
us; it was the best way to start school that | can imagine. In the third and fourth grades | had
Sister Anne Theresa who was one who took the back of your neck and pinched it and used the
rulers on you and things like that. ['ll tell you a great story about Sister Marie Loyola. She left
after | finished the second grade and went on to her next assignment and | never heard from her
again, until | went to the White House. | went to the White House out of law school and | may
have been 26 or so by my second year at the White House. And the White House operator calls
me and says, "Do you know a Sister Marie Loyola who's trying to reach you?" And | said,
"Absolutely, put her on." So she gets on the phone. It turns out she had become a foreign
missionary and she was somewhere in Peru, or, | forget, somewhere in South America. She
called when she was back in the States. Apparently there was an AlD (Agency for International
Development) or equivalent foreign assistance grant that had been held up in our government
and could | help unlock that? And | said, "Sister, just consider it done." | called over and got the
thing released for that particular country and | thought that was. | never heard from her again. |
was so pleased to be able to repay her for the great teaching that she did for me in the first and
second grade.

Anyway, the sixth through eighth grades were at St. Joe's Prep where there were the Brothers
of the Sacred Heart. They were very tough.

Q: What sort of courses, were you getting a good grounding in?



JONES: Oh, yes, it was phonics, and math and all that. It was very basic good, solid
education. St. Joe's Prep was also a boarding school, so there were a lot of kids from Chicago,
and some from South America, and from other places and these were usually kids who had
some kind of trouble at home. So it was a tough school. | was not a boarding student. But |
enjoyed that. Ninth grade was West High and then tenth through twelfth was Muskogee Central
High School.

Q: How did you find, was Muskogee changing, you know, socially and all of that? Could you
see the changes?

JONES: Muskogee is an interesting town. It's almost the same size it was when Oklahoma
became a state. It was always the one that everybody expected would be the big city in the
state. It was at the intersection of the major highways, north, south, east, west. It was at the
intersection of the railroads. The Arkansas River went right by it. It had everything natural
except it had community leadership that was very split and always fighting with each other. It's
a great example of how a city can be held back by lack of leadership and vision among its
community leaders. When | was growing up, bootlegging, alcohol prohibition was still in
existence. Baptists and the fundamentalists religions made sure every ten years when there
was a referendum that it was voted down. And the bootleggers were the big operators and they
delivered to your home. The illegal whiskey business developed a great deal of corruption and
crime. Muskogee was the halfway point between Kansas City and Dallas and it was on
Highway 69 so it was sort of the check-off point among the criminal organizations of those two
mayjor cities; of course the bootlegging was very corrupting because in order to continue to
operate, they had to buy off the police departments and the sheriffs departments and what have
yOu.

Q: There was a question of that, I'm sure, in Mexico.

JONES: But that's what I'm saying. The experiences | had growing up in Muskogee were
very helpful to me in dealing with some of the things Mexico was going through. When | was 11,
the fellow who was the county attorney then, named Ed Edmundson, ran for Congress in our
district. Ed had been someone my dad, as a rural mail carrier, had supported for country
attorney. Anyway, we met Ed at some American Legion dinner and | went up to him and | said,
"I know all the kids in Muskogee and | can deliver their votes." Which was a bit brazen for an
11-year-old kid, but he brought me on to his campaign staff. So | worked full-time that summer
for his campaign. | did radio commercials for him, ran errands, kids, organized rallies and what
have you. That became sort of my introduction to politics.

Q: What year would that have been?



JONES: 1952. | was 12 actually.

Q: The age of 12. What were the issues? The issues he was running on.

JONES: They were the issues of the development of Oklahoma, trying to get economic
development. He had run very successfully and had been operating very successfully on the
iIssues of cleaning up corruption when he was country attorney and he was the White Knight, so
to speak. A terrific guy, totally honest. Anyway, | worked for him in that campaign. The issues
were not as important to me at that point as the people. | found politics to be quite exciting and
interesting and competitive. So | got somewhat of an inside look at some of the problems in our
county and in our state. But even more so, when | was in high school, | guess my sophomore
year in high school. There had been a huge labor strike, against the established Muskogee
Daily Phoenix. And so the unions started a rival daily newspaper called the Muskogee Morning
News. This would have been 1954, or 1955, somewhere in there. | was a sophomore in high
school and so | went down to apply for a job and lo and behold | was signed on as an assistant
sports editor. Because the other newspaper really put the squeeze on advertising, the
Muskogee Morning News was squeezed. They kept having to lay off people. Well | was the
cheapest, | was the least expensive of the group and | ended up being sports editor and wire
editor and so | was working after school and | was learning everything from laying out the paper
- In those days you had hot type, or lead type - to making up the paper in the press room, to
covering murders. | covered my first murder when | was | think fifteen. | got there before the
sheriff did, with the victim having his face blown off. So it was a great experience for me.

Q: Oh, my gosh, yes.

JONES: And then the paper folded in 1956. That summer | had gone to Oklahoma Boys
State, which is something the American Legion sponsors and it's a week of government training.
Whenl got there and somebody | had debated against met me with printed cards saying that he
was running for governor of Boys State. | thought, well I'll also run for governor of Boys State. |
ended up winning the governor of Boys State and got some publicity with thaWhile | was at Boys
State and after my election was announced, | received a telegram from John Chriswell, who was
the city editor of the rival established newspaper, Muskogee Daily Phoenix, offering me a job
there. So | came back and | was the only one from the Muskogee Morning News that the
Phoenix hired.

Q: How old were you when you started with the Phoenix?



JONES: | had justturned 17. | actually started when | was 16 and then turned 17. The rest
of high school, | worked at the Phoenix as a sports reporter. In the summertime | did courthouse
reporting. It was a great experience because we had two scandals that year, in the summer of
'56. And they both grew out of the elections. One of them was on election primary night, which
was in July as | recall. So | had only been working at the paper for about a month or maybe a
couple of months. We put the paper to bed with the primary election results. In those days,
whoever won the Democratic primary would win in November because Republicans were hard to
find where | lived. It's not that way now. |In any event, we put the paper to bed, | had gone home
and as soon as | got to bed, the phone rings. This is about one in the morning, and John
Chriswell, the city editor said, "Are you dressed?" And | said, "No." He said, "Well, get
dressed, we're going to Stilwell." The sheriff and the sheriff-elect had an argument in the
courthouse on election night, shot and killed each other.

Q: Oh, my god.JONES: So he says, "I'll be by in ten minutes." | put my clothes on, my parents
thought, "What are you doing?" So here we go off to Stilwell, and my job was to write the
sidebar, do the color story about how it was affecting the town and the families and all, and
John's job was to write the in-depth news part of the story. So that was the first thing. And then
we get that done and then there is a protest in Wagoner County, which is just north of
Muskogee. The state senator and the county attorney allegedly had rigged the elections and
bought votes and what have you, which was a very common practice in Oklahoma in those
days. So then | was assigned to that story of the Wagoner vote scandal. It was a great
experience because working at the newspaper is a little bit like being in politics in that you have
entry into every level of society but you're not owned by any level of society if you're good. So it
was a great experience for me as a kid. | got more out of that than all of my education in high
school.

Q: Did you find, because this often of what happens to young political officers in embassies or
something. They get terribly fascinated by corruption, by reporting on it, and sometimes over
focus on that, and the powers that be up above say, "Well ok, fine it's there, but let's look at
something else." Did you ever feel the hand of sort of your more senior people saying don't
touch that or stay away from that?JONES: No, never really did. The only time | can recall was
when there was a raid on the country club by an enterprising county attorney. The managing
editor of the newspaper had been out there at the time and so...

Q: This was liguor?JONES: Yes, liguor and gambling. Slot machines and alcohol drinks, which
were both illegal. There was some implied pressure to go easy on that, but being a kid | was
able to ignore it.



Q: How about in high school? Sounds like you had a very full plate outside of high school but
what sort of subjects were you interested in?JONES: Well | was always interested in history. |
enjoyed Latin, but not for the language, but more from the historical point of view. Math was
never anything...l was good at math, but when it got to geometry and things like that, | just did
enough to get by, so to speak. | was learning more outside the classroom than inside. | loved
sports. At one point | almost wore myself down because of my various activities. | delivered the
newspaper for the Tulsa World. | would get up at 4:00. Deliver my newspapers. Do my
homework. Go to school. After school I'd do the sports. | played baseball and finally gave it up
and worked basically full time at the newspapers after school. But then | would go to the
newspaper, put the paper to bed at midnight and go home. So | was about to wear myself out,
so | was finally able to give up the morning paper route. Then | got a disc jockey show on the
radio. So | was able to get a lot of different experiences from touching different elements of
society.

Q: Well you certainly must have been known around Muskogee for all of these things. "There
goes that Jones kid again!"JONES: Yes, that's right. Muskogee was at that point a town of
about 35,000 to 40,000. The newspaper was the dominant newspaper in the counties all
around it. The Tulsa World was considered a big city newspaper. So it was fun to cover.

Q: Who were your senators at the time?

JONES: Robert S. Kerr and Mike Monroney.

Q: He was a very powerful figure.



JONES: Kerr was elected in 1948. And Monroney was elected in 1950. Ed Edmondson was
elected in 1952. He was there for 20 years and left to run for the Senate and lost. Ed was very
smart, but he was not a risk taker in terms of taking big political gambles. He was a very good
politician. He had good instincts. He was totally honest. He just kept doing his job in Congress.
He was elected after Carl Albert was elected in '46. Tom Steed in '48. John Jarman in '50. So
he was in seniority behind this group of people. Ed Edmondson is somebody who would have
been a very good Speaker of the House but the timing was off. His younger brother, Howard
Edmondson, had moved to Tulsa and become County Attorney of Tulsa and then in 1958 he ran
for Governor as a definite dark horse. Ed hired me to work for Howard on his campaign. So |
made speeches all over the state. At one point they fired the press secretary and for a period of
time in the summer | was the press secretary to the Governor nominee. This was after my
freshman year in college. And Howard was the one who basically ran on a program of reform.
He pledged to submit to the people a referendum to eliminate prohibition and to have legal liquor
from package stores. So he was a controversial candidate but he won in what they called a
"prairie fire" campaign. It was one of these classic right-time, right-place campaigns. And he
won and he hired this crusading county attorney from Muskogee, Joe Cannon, as his safety
administrator, head of the public security of the state. Joe Cannon actually shut down
bootlegging before the referendum vote when he stationed highway patrol at all highways
entering Oklahoma. They inspected all trucks and confiscated all liguor. They absolutely shut
down any liquor coming into Oklahoma for like 3-4 weeks before the election. Howard
Edmondson's campaign was you will either have absolutely no liquor in the state, full
prohibition, or we're going to legalize it and regulate it. Overwhelmingly, they voted to get rid of
prohibition. So it was a fun campaign.

Q: You went from high school to which college?

JONES: | went to the University of Oklahoma, undergraduate. This was also an example of
how your horizons are limited by your teachers. | was ambitious and | used to dream about
being a newspaperman or a television reporter and | would dream about how | could go from a
media market the size of Kansas City to a market the size of Chicago to a market the size of
New York. Anyway, my counselor in high school wanted all of us to go to Northeastern State
College at Tahlequah, which was a state teachers college. | said, "Oh, no, no, no, | want to do
something more than that." | said "l think I'll go to the University of Oklahoma," which was
considered the biggie. He said, well, he didn't think that would work that you could be, I'll never
forget, he said "You can be a big fish in a small pond or a small fish in a big pond and you'll be
better off being a big fish in a small pond." So anyway |, against his advice, went on to the
University of Oklahoma. When | say how teachers can make an impact, it never even occurred
to me that | could apply to a Harvard, Yale, or a Princeton. But | didn't even know particularly
what they were. | think a lot of kids in rural areas, although it may be different now than it was
then, are very insulated.



Q: l've pretty well gotten through my interviewing, which I've done now for over 17 years...the G
bill, the guys out of World War |l, all of the sudden, they came from rural Kansas and all of the
sudden they're at Harvard because the Gl bill and they heard about this and they didn't know
any better. They said, "Well, that sounds interesting." It really changed the face of America.

JONES: Yes, absolutely. But anyway, | went to the University of Oklahoma and | majored in
journalism and government.

Q: Let's talk about the high school. During the high school time and your time did international
affairs intrude upon you much at all?

JONES: Not really. We had a very good debate coach named J. W. Patterson. We won
national awards, our debate team. Through debate, we were exposed to international topics.
Preemptive war, which is coming back these days. A lot of international topics like that. But it
was strictly in the context of debate. Because we had to read the weekly news magazines and
stuff like that to remain on top of whatever our debate topic was that year.

Q: What about when you got to the University of Oklahoma. Where did it fit into you might say
the political spectrum. Obviously it was under the control of the legislature and all of that. But,
did it have a, you know like University of Wisconsin is Kind of off to the left. Where did it fit?

JONES: | think Oklahoma has always been a moderate...it had been when | was growing up
a moderate to conservative state. It's an interesting state. It became a state in 1907. Then in
1912 It gave a very strong vote to the socialist party. Then it became a very strong supporter of
Roosevelt and so it was heavily Democratic. Then when Eisenhower came along, it started
drifting to a strong Republican vote even though the people weren't registered Republican. It
sort of became more and more conservative after that. I'm not really sure what all the elements
were. One is the fundamentalist-religious activity there that made it much more conservative.
But when | was at University of Oklahoma, you just considered yourself a Democrat whether you
liked it or not because if you wanted to have a voice you were a Democrat. It was a one-party
state. The University of Oklahoma, itself, was more conservative. Clearly more conservative
than | was at that time, but it was not rabid right-wing. I'd been rushed by the fraternities, |
guess because of my sort of weird background, | owned one necktie. | remember after | pledged
the fraternity | chose, the first thing they did was to take the scissors and cut my tie in half
because it was such bad taste. So the fraternity actually was a very good thing for me because
it taught me things, sort of social graces, that | had no way of knowing before that.

Q: How did you find the journalism side?



JONES: Well | worked, in addition to the University, | was the Tulsa World bureau at Norman.
| covered all the University of Oklahoma stuff for the Tulsa World. | worked the sports desk and
covered different sporting events for the Daily Oklahoman out of Oklahoma City. | worked the
sports desk about three to four nights a week. I'd drive over there and do that and come back. |
had a radio, a little Eastern Oklahoma radio network, reporting on things from the state capital
and Oklahoma university sports. And then | worked full time, not full time, but | worked for
Harold Keith, who was the sports publicity director at the University of Oklahoma. So | was
actually doingmore things, real journalism outside of journalism school. As for the classes
themselves, | thought | could help teach them, so to speak.

Q: You were getting your ticket punched.

JONES: Yes. | had a journalism scholarship also. It was not a big scholarship, but it was to
study journalism. And that's why | did a double major, what they call political science now they
called government then. So | did the double major.

Q: What was your impression of Oklahoma state government at the time?

JONES: An Oklahoma University government professor who was sort of the authority on state
government became a mentor to me. | got very interested in Oklahoma state government and
actually rewrote and wrote a new constitution for Oklahoma as a result of that experience. | felt
the Oklahoma constitution and the legislature were terribly outdated, terribly provincial, terribly
out of touch with the needs of the state. That's why | was so strongly supporting Howard
Edmondson because he was trying to reform our government.

Q: At that time were those Okies in California, the people that came from the Dust Bowl, did
they have any influence? I'm thinking of sometimes people who leave have strong ties back
home.

JONES: | had one of my very early childhood friends, Gerald Davis, who lived about half a
block from us in the same segregated part of town and they were struggling and finally, maybe |
was 9 or 10 years old, | think he was a year older, his family moved to Bakersfield to get work
and all. And | actually never heard from Gerald again until | think was in Congress and he
located me. It was a very interesting story because he had struggled himself, got into college,
got his Ph.D. and was a professor at the University of Massachusetts. It was nice to see that
success story.



Q: You graduated when?

JONES: From college? 1961.

Q: Did you get involved in the Kennedy-Nixon election? This is really, | mean | was wondering
how much did it engage the student body at the University of Oklahoma®?

JONES: Well, | got very involved partly because | enjoyed politics, but | suppose because |
was Catholic and Kennedy was Catholic, | was really committed and Kennedy enthused me the
way he did most young people of that generation. Howard Edmondson was governor and
Howard was a strong Kennedy supporter. Senator Kerr was a strong Lyndon Johnson
supporter. And | did not like Lyndon Johnson. | thought he was too cornpone. He was all the
things | didn't like about our part of our country and | wanted more sophisticated leadership from
Kennedy. So Edmondson asked if | would take over the presidency of the Oklahoma Young
Democrats. And | said | hate the Young Democrats. It was an organization where all they do is
fight among themselves and they don't accomplish anything. He said just do it for the
campaign, I'll trot you around the state and show that a Catholic, an Oklahoma Catholic was not
beholden to Rome and you can make speeches for Kennedy. So | did that. | was very strong for
Kennedy. He lost the state huge.

Q: | was just wondering, how about the University? Had he energized...there are certain places
| talk to people who were in college at that time, and particularly Kennedy really energized a lot
of people.

JONES: Yes, he did the young people. Oklahoma, as | said, University of Oklahoma was still
considerably more Republican. | couldn't believe it and | couldn't see how anybody our age Iin
college could be enthused by Nixon.

Q: He was not Mr. Charisma. In Oklahoma, was the issue Catholic versus non- Catholic?

JONES: Absolutely. It was absolutely that. There was a very strong current of feeling that if
Kennedy were elected, the Pope would be running the country. Very much so. Oklahoma is one
of those states, actually the Ku Klux Klan was very active in the 1920s in Oklahoma and it was
less against blacks than it was against Catholics.

Q: Yes, it's hard to go back to those days but it wasn't really that long ago. But Jim, did
international affairs, while you were at the University, cross your radar at all?



JONES: Not that much. Other than in classes, | loved history and so | took Russian history
and some of the international history courses, but the one thing that sort of focused our
attention was the Berlin Wall that occurred, | guess, my senior year. Other than the feeling that
there was the nuclear overhang, overhanging everything that we thought about or did, and the
feeling that we could all be annihilated, the international stuff didn't do that much. | found it
interesting, one of the job offers | got when | left college, was with the Wall Street Journal in their
Latin America bureau.

Q: You graduated in '61. Did you know what you wanted to do?

JONES: Well, | had this idea that | wanted to be the youngest governor elected in Oklahoma.
So | had this targeted that when | was 31, which would be just the age that you would be eligible
to be governor, | was going to run for governor and run on the platform of the constitutional
convention and rewrite our constitution and modernize the state, etc. So | wanted to do
something that would allow me to go into a political career. | loved journalism, but journalism
was being at the event and recording the event. | wanted to be the one who was making the
news and being reported about. And then, | guess at Easter break of my senior year,
Congressman Edmondson was in Muskogee and asked to see me and said that his legislative
assistant, a guy named Lacy Grimes, had emphysema. He had been with him for the nine
years that Ed had been in Congress. He said he was going to have to, for medical reasons,
leave and would | be interested in coming to Washington to work for him. | said, well, I'm also a
commissioned lieutenant in the Army, ROTC, so | was going to do two years of active duty. He
said, well, look, why don't you apply to a law school, such as Georgetown or whatever, and you
can go to night law school, work for me during the day, postpone your military and then you can
go into active service. So that's what | decided to do.

Q: So you went to Georgetown?

JONES: Went to Georgetown law school at night.

Q: From when to when?

JONES: '61 to '64. | was able to accelerate by taking courses in summer too so | could
graduate in three years. Normally it's a four-year curriculum. (End of tape)

| worked for Congressman Edmondson. In those days, the congressional offices opened at
nine in the morning, so | worked from nine till about 5:15 at the congressional office. Then |
walked over to Georgetown, which was then at 6th and E street in an old building, and went to
night school from 5:30-8:30 and did that for three years.



Q: At that time, where did Edmondson, what was his concentration?

JONES: He was a "make sure your home base is taken care of." He was very much a
constituent-services person. He had two committees. One was Public Works and one was the
Interior Committee. When | first arrived there in 1961, the big issue was a lead and zinc mining
subsidy bill. Northeastern Oklahoma and southeastern Kansas had big deposits of lead and
zinc and they had been going downhill losing to international competition. It was very difficult
without a subsidy for them to continue. It was a big job issue for that district of Oklahoma. So
Ed was sponsoring the lead and zinc subsidy bill in the House and that was the big issue when
| first got there to get that through etc. He was also chairman of the Indian Affairs
subcommittee. We have the Five Civilized Tribes headquartered, most of them headquartered,
In our congressional district so that was a big issue always. The other issue there was the
Cherokee Indians trying to get a claim through Congress for their mineral rights to the Arkansas
River bed. That was a big issue. On Public Works, the big issue was to make the Arkansas
River, from the Mississippi to the Colorado, to Colorado, a navigable river. So it can have
barges go from Muskogee and Tulsa all the way from the Mississippi River to the Gulf. Those
were the big things he did. He did not stray too much and get involved in foreign policy. He was
basically a bread and butter, take care of your district.

Q: When it came to foreign policy votes, usually somebody will follow somebody else. Did he
have sort of say "I'll vote the way so-and-so votes" or something like that?

JONES: He voted basically the administration line. Kennedy-Johnson administration line on
foreign policy issues. He didn't stray from that very much. He was actually a liberal-democrat;
ne was more a liberal as the state became more conservative. He was considerably more liberal
than the state.

Q: Did Vietham come across...was that an issue during the time that you were there?
JONES: No, because '61-'64 it was still, it was the military assistance effort. Another

interesting story, each of the military services in those days had a unit on Capitol Hill. | joined
the reserve unit.

Q. Oh, yes, was there a reserve...?



JONES: This was what McNamara finally shutdown, but since | was commissioned second
lieutenant in the Army | joined the Congressional Command and Operations Group, headed by
General Strom Thurmond.

Q: Who was senator from South Carolina.

JONES: Yes. And Barry Goldwater headed the Air Force reserves on Capitol Hill and I'm
trying to remember who was head of the Navy reserves. | was the lowest, there were only
officers in these reserve units and | was the lowest ranking officer. Each year active duty was
two weeks. We traveled somewhere overseas. My first year, | guess it had to be '62, we went to
the Far East. We started out in Hawaii and then we went to Taiwan where we had to fly at just a
few feet above the ocean because they were still flying below the radar in the Taiwan Straits
between Taiwan and China. We went over to the island of Quemoy.

Q: Quemoy and Matsui were...
JONES: Right, they were the big issue of 1960.Q: During the Kennedy-Nixon debates.

JONES: Right, 1960 campaign.

Q: A subject of great interest.

JONES: Because they had been such a political topic, that was one of the stops our
congressional reserve unit wanted to visit. So we flew from Taipei over to Quemoy and Matsul, |
think, and inspected things there. We went to Hong Kong. We went to, | think we went to
Thailand, and we went to Korea and came back. So that was the first time | really had been out
of the country. And we went to Okinawa also. At Okinawa, they would bring people at the base
who were from your congressional districts and they would pair them up with you at lunch for
example. | remember there was a guy from Tahlequah, Oklahoma, named Major Fox. He had
been one of the Vietnam advisors. | was asking what he did. He talked about what they were
doing, advising the Vietnamese units in those days, the different firefights that he had had. How
many had been killed of the people that he had been working with, of the units he had been
working with, and how many had been wounded, etc. And he said, "Now tell me what you do." |
said, "Well, I'm a congressional assistant. I'm helping Congressman Edmondson doing this,
this, and this." And I'll never forget he said, "l just don't think | could be In politics. Not enough
security." Here's a guy who had been shot at like crazy, and he thought politics was too
iInsecure. So it's all a matter of perspective.



Q: By the way, what was the sort of the national perception of politicians? It's been going down
for sometime now.

JONES: In general, | think politicians were highly respected. Kennedy, Eisenhower, during
that period, there was a good view of politicians. And Kennedy, a good view. And Johnson,
coming in it was a good view. And in Oklahoma, politics was the summer sport. Television was
there, but politics was still summer entertainment. People turned out for rallies, barbecues, hot
dog deals, and stuff like that. Politics was, | think, very respected. There was not the cynicism
that has developed.

Q: What about, during this time, you were there when Kennedy was assassinated. How did
that go?

JONES: Well, | was there. When | worked for Ed Edmondson, in the 1962 campaign, he was
the chairman of the Democratic National Committee (DNC) speakers bureau. So he sent me
over to the DNC to be the staff director of this whole thing. | handled all the requests for
speakers around the country, from all the congressional districts. We would match speakers
and do all the logistics to make sure the right people got the right place. In October of '62, | was
told we're gonna hold back on speakers, we can't send out speakers. | then ultimately learned,
in a matter of a few days, the missile crisis in Cuba. That was an interesting thing because |
was able to see a little bit of it, not the inside of Cuba, but a little bit of that from a political point
of view. Then on the Kennedy assassination, ironically, it was Friday and | was talking to the
head of one of the federal agencies, EDA, Economic Development Administration in Dallas, at
the time. And he said, in the middle of our conversation, he said, "Somebody told me the
president was shot." And | said, "What?" And he said, "Yes, they've got a television on here.
Something has gone on here." And he was in Dallas.

Q: While you were working for Congressman Edmondson, did civil rights come up?

JONES: Oh, yes, they had the march on Washington.

Q: What was your impression of the reaction to this?

JONES: Well, my boss, Ed Edmondson voted for the civil rights law and he was for promoting
civil rights advances. | was instinctively for it, going back to the Leon Hughes example. | do
remember when Martin Luther King marched on Washington, how there was a great deal of
uncertainty on Capitol Hill as to what it would be. Whether there would be riots or whatever and
| remember stocking foodstuffs and medical supplies in the basement of the House office
buildings.



Q: How about the relationship between the staff of a congressman and the staff of committees,
because the committee staffs have become very powerful, almost like a fourth branch of
government. How was it at that time and how did you relate to that?

JONES: In those days, on the Hill, the staffs were not dominated by a bunch of peacocks.
We knew we were staff people, we knew we worked for the congressman or the senators or the
committee and there was a sense of staff trying to help whoever your bosses were and to do it
quietly and to do it anonymously, so to speak. That's not true today. There's a lot of individual
power centers among the staff. | never had a problem with dealing with staff people on the
committees. Partly | think that was because Ed Edmondson was so well-respected as a human
being and partly because staff in those days knew we were staff. We were there to facilitate
things.

Q: I'm interviewing Peter Goldberg tomorrow.

JONES: Oh, yes? Well, and that's also a change, this may be skipping ahead a little bit,
when | worked for Lyndon Johnson at the White House. We did everything we could to stay out
of the newspapers, stay out of the media, because he considered us staff and we were there to
facilitate the work of the White House and not to have a separate media presence ourselves,
and that's changed dramatically.

Q: Who was the speaker of the House while you were doing this? Was it...?

JONES: Well, | met Sam Rayburn when | first went there. He died shortly after | was there.
So John McCormick became the Speaker. And John McCormick was the Speaker until Carl
Albert in 1972.

Q: Yes, that's right. You were there for two years, is this it? Or three years?

JONES: Three years.

Q: So this would have been '647?

JONES: | graduated in July of '64.



Q: This is from law school?

JONES: From law school. Tommy Boggs was my closest friend in law school. His father
was Hale Boggs, Whip of the House at the time. Tommy introduced me to Vice-President
Johnson. The Johnson's and the Boggs' were close family friends.

Q: Boggs was from Louisiana?

JONES: Yes. Through that | had done a little bit of what they call "advance work" for
Vice-President Johnson and | did one advance when he became president, up to New York to
the garment district. Dave Dubinsky was president of the International Garment Workers Union.

| advanced that trip with Tommy. | got a call in the summer, maybe July of 1964, about the time
| was graduating, finishing my coursework at Georgetown. It was from Tommy, saying, "Would
you like to advance a trip for Mrs. Johnson?" And | said, "Sure." We had a meeting at the
Executive Office Building. Because of the civil rights legislation, it was decided in the White
House that President Johnson would not be the right one to campaign in the South. Therefore,
the campaign in the South would be sort of led by Lady Bird Johnson, who was from Alabama,
and southerners treat women courteously regardless of their political philosophies. So it was
decided to put together an old-fashioned Harry Truman kind of whistle stop train trip...

Q: Whistle-stop.

JONES: From Washington to New Orleans with about 34 stops along the way over a four day
period, | guess it was. And they had no advance people for this. So one vacuum after another
developed and | ended up being in charge of it. So | had to pull the advance team together,
assign them, and we worked a month trying to pull this off. It turned out to be a huge success.
Lady Bird was pleased with it. She mentioned to her husband, as | understood, "There's a
young man that you ought to get on your staff." And that's how | actually ended up at the White
House.

Q: Well, tell me, had your impression of Johnson changed? Was there an evolution?

JONES: It did. First of all, | saw him in the context, and not face-to-face, but in the context of
really being committed to civil rights and pushing it through. And really being committed to the
kinds of things that | thought were important, education and things like that, but particularly on
the civil rights front. | thought that took a great deal of courage. He had both the courage and
the effectiveness. So, yes, | did have a different view of Johnson.



Q: Ladybird Johnson was going to hit, what was it 31 or 34 stops?

JONES: | think it was 34.

Q: 34 stops. | mean, this must have been towns that you had never heard of before. How did
you put together something like this?JONES: Well, first of all, the railroad limits you to certain
towns you're going to go through. So the first thing that | did was figure out where the stops
were and the logistics of when the train, if it had certain miles per hour, where it would reach at
what point. Then you had to factor that in to what the news cycles were so that you got the
maximum publicity on it. Where you would build up the biggest crowds and where you would let
the crowds take care of themselves. So there was those kinds of things that you had to go
through. And then | recruited everybody | knew, from the Hill, from whatever, to be an advance
person. We had a training school, how do you become an advance person. | was teaching and
learning as | went. We did that over in the EOB, the Executive Office Building. Then we
dispatched them. | don't remember the exact time, but probably 10 days. They were in Rocky
Mount, North Carolina, or wherever. Each night, | had a series of telephone calls to each one of
the advance persons. Each night, there was a report as to where they were, who they got to
turn out the crowds, what bands, what parents groups, the whole thing. Then we left
Washington. The president sent us off from Alexandria. Then our first stop was Culpepper,
Virginia, | think. Then we just kept going south and then across the Florida panhandle and over.
We developed a group that was very innovative. | remember in Charleston, South Carolina we
were going to get off the train and go into the city park and have a rally, a night rally. Opponents
had organized a bunch of demonstrators against Mrs. Johnson and our advance man was very
clever. It was a hot night. It must have been September, it was hot and sultry. He goes down
and buys a lot of itching powder and goes through the crowd of demonstrators. Just as they're
putting their signs up he goes through and just sprinkles itching power. Of course, the more you
itch, the more you scratch, the worse it gets. All the signs were down. Nobody knew we had a
demonstration against us!




On another occasion, we were coming into Biloxi, Mississippi | think it was. We were on the
train and | called the advance person, however far out we were, an hour or whatever, and asked
about the crowds and all this sort of business. He said that Senator Eastland and Senator
Stennis are there. You know, who's there and who's not. He said, "But | have to tell you, they
have insisted on police barriers so that there are two sections. The first section were the whites
and behind the barriers were the blacks." And | said, "Well, that can't be." He said, "Well, | told
them that." | said, "Go back and tell them that we must salt and pepper the crowd." He calls
back and says, "The senators say that if we do that, take the barriers down, they're leaving. It'll
be a huge thing. What do you do?" So | said, "Here's what you're going to do. We'd arrive at 'x'
time. Ten minutes before that, | want you to have all the people that you got there to take down
the barriers and get the blacks to move forward and make sure that crowd is salt and peppered
and we'll just see if the two senators leave." | thought, "Jesus, this is going to be a disaster."
We did, they didn't, and it was a big success.

Q: Well, | would have thought you would run into things like getting a band. The band would
have been all white, it would be a high school band probably or something.

JONES: Yes, the band was all white and there were all black bands.

Q: Yes, but | would have thought that, you know, there was so much massive resistance at the
time that the powers that be within a town or something would just...the police...

JONES: There was a little of that but not really. Johnson was correct. They treat women with
respect and so this was for Mrs. Johnson. The first thing you do in an advance operation is you
get a band. For every band member, you get two parents and one or two siblings. You start the
crowd right there.

Q: Well, how did you find Mrs. Johnson?
JONES: Wonderful, wonderful. She was a real trooper. You don't get too close to her. She's

very warm and generous and genuine, but she keeps a little bit of a barrier to her private self.
But she was a real trooper and never complained. | found her to be a wonderful human being.

Q: Well, I've talked to people who have been on trips with President Johnson and Mrs. Johnson
and they've got all sorts of stories, not all happy ones about dealing with Lyndon Johnson, who
was very demanding.

JONES: Perfectionist in every way.



Q: Yes, and not much fun. But Mrs. Johnson, she would come around and smooth the waters.
She really was the catalyst that kept Johnson from being impossible.

JONES: Yes, | know, she was a wonderful human being.

Q: I'm looking at the time. This is a good place to stop. So we'll pick this up the next time when
you were going into the White House and this is in 1960...

JONES: '65.

Q: '65. Great!

JONES: Okay, terrific.

* %k %k

Q: Okay, today is the 30th of September, 2002. Jim, you went into the White House in 1965,
but how long were you there?

JONES: Until he left office. From February '65 till January 20th at noon in 1969.

Q: Okay. When you went there what was your job?

JONES: | had done some advance for President Johnson when | was in law school. |
essentially put together this train tour through the south for Mrs. Johnson. She had
recommended me to the president. Kenny O'Donnell, who had been Appointments Secretary of
President Kennedy, that's the job they currently call chief of staff, had held over after the
assassination until after Johnson was elected in 1964. Marvin Watson, from Texas, who had
been chairman of the Democratic Party of Texas and was a businessman and a longtime friend
of Johnson's, supporter of Johnson's, was brought up to replace Kenny O'Donnell in January of
1965. So | was brought in in February of '65 to be deputy to Marvin Watson. The reason being
Marvin Watson had a lot of political experience and knew Johnson but that he did not have any
Washington experience. Since | had worked on the Hill for three years for a congressman, | had
some Washington experience. So | was brought in to be his assistant.



Q: What were sort of the immediate issues that you caught yourself facing?

JONES: Well, | think that among the first...well, basically, in 1965 we started to have an
increase in the military buildup in Vietham. The day | came on board, the president was out of
town and | think he was speaking at the University of Michigan, giving a speech. We had a lot
of Vietham meetings that spring, but the main thing in 1965-66, President Johnson had had this
mandate to get elected and first and foremost it was to get a legislative program through
Congress. President Johnson was the man always in a hurry. He always felt that his lifespan
would be limited and he wanted to accomplish everything now. So we were sending up
legislation to the Congress almost every day. | think | showed you that shadowbox that
contained about ten of the pens that he used to sign historic legislation in 1965-66. It was an
enormously productive congressional effort so much of that first part of '65 revolved around
Congress: getting the programs set up, making sure that your congressional friends were
attended to, setting up all kinds of briefing meetings, going to their districts, whatever it took.
That was the primary focal point.

Q: Who was sort of sitting in the White House saying, "We really have to get Congressman so
and so on board" and saying "Can we get the president to go to his district and give him a
telephone call" or something? You must have been making those judgments all the time.



JONES: Yes, basically, the interesting thing was that Lyndon Johnson was his own chief of
staff iIn many ways. He operated as president very much the way he did as senator in that he
constantly had his eyes and ears out. He had two ticker tapes in the Oval Office: the United
Press a-wire and the Associated Press a-wire. So he was constantly checking what the
breaking news was. He had three television sets, one for each of the major networks, in his
office. He was constantly on the phone calling obscure people as well as well-known people.
He was constantly getting a feel, a pulse, of what was going on. He was directing "do this, do
that". Beyond that, though, our office was the primary focal point for anticipating and arranging
all those kinds of things. We'd prepare, for example, the President's night reading, which was
sometimes from 1 to 3 feet tall. Anything from the government or from the White House staff
that they wanted the President to see, the memos came through our office. We would either
send them back, edit them, or put them in a way that used the President's time most efficiently
and so we knew everything that was going; we saw whatever the President saw, basically. In
terms of Congress, there was a congressional liaison office on the second floor of the West
Wing, and that was headed up by Larry O'Brien, who stayed on after the Kennedy
assassination. And then you had Mike Manatos heading up the Senate side. He used to work
for a senator from Wyoming, | think. And then Henry Wilson, Henry Hall Wilson heading up the
House side. Then they had a few people working under them. We did not have large staffs at
the White House in those days. So the total congressional liaison might have been five or six
people at most. Anyway, their job was to constantly stay in touch with the Hill and then to
feedback information and things the President should see or hear. Since it would go through us
first, we would often times say the President needs to do this, the President needs to do that,
and we would put our own cover memo to summarize to the President what's going on and ask
him to do something about it. In other parts of the White House, Harry McPherson headed the
regulatory and legal counsel office. Bill Moyers and then Joe Califano headed up what we would
now call domestic policy. McGeorge Bundy and later Walt Rostow headed up the National
Security Council.

Q: Did John McCormick play much of a role? It was John McCormick, wasn't it?

JONES: He was the Speaker, yes. Speaker McCormick, obviously when he was alert, was
the very good Boston politician. He was getting old in those days and | know that at some of the
weekly congressional luncheons we had sometimes he appeared to fall asleep. So he did not
get deeply involved in the details. That was more or less left to Carl Albert who was the Majority
Leader. Carl Albert was very alert and he was the workhorse of the leadership team on the
House side. But actually President Johnson spent more time with Senator Everett Dirksen than
any of the leaders.

Q: Everett Dirksen?



JONES: Everett Dirksen was key to delivering votes and to making policy bipartisan. Dirksen
was a very shrewd politician for virtually everything he agreed to that the President wanted,
Dirksen also got something for it. Whether it was an expenditure in the state of lllinois or what.

Q: From your perspective, how did the whole civil rights movement go? Was this a constant
battle?

JONES: The 1964 Civil Rights Act was actually passed before | came to the White House.
After | arrived, our major effort was the Voting Rights Act of '65. In that regard, it was first of all,
it came from deep within Lyndon Johnson. He deeply believed in it. This belief occurred from a
variety of experiences, but perhaps the most telling were his days as a school teacher in
Cotulla, Texas, where he had mostly Mexican-American students. It made a lasting impression
on his life; these kids and their opportunities or lack of opportunities. Secondly, he was a
master politician. One of his problems was to keep the civil rights leaders, the Martin Luther
Kings, some of the other civil rights leaders were a bit flamboyant and very controversial. It was
to keep them focused so that they could a) press their cause as a just cause, but b) not be so
belligerent that they turned off the great center of American political thinking and turned off the
large portion of American public opinion. | think that was one of President Johnson's biggest
tasks was to try to help mold the civil rights leadership in a way that they could be most effective
in coalescing public opinion. The second thing was just the nuts and bolts of getting votes. He
did whatever it took, in terms of whether it was an appeal to an individual congressman or
senator's vanity or his sense of fair play or whether it was a raw political thing saying that votes
were won or lost on this in his district or state. Lyndon Johnson knew the pressure points
almost by the individual and he really applied the pressure to get that legislation passed.

Q: How about dealing with southern leadership? How did this go?

JONES: Well, he felt great affection for the southern leadership. First of all, Richard Russell
was somewhat of a mentor and certainly a person who enabled Lyndon Johnson at an early age
to leapfrog ahead and become Senate majority leader. So he had great respect for Richard
Russell, great respect for his abilities and basically for his sense of fair play. So he dealt with
nim a lot. | don't think he had the same kind of respect for Eastland or Stennis of Mississippi,
but recognized because of their positions that they had to be dealt with. | think at one level he
knew that although the south was solidly Democratic, he knew once the voting rights and all the
civil rights legislation came in, chances are that the Democrats would not be the power in the
south anymore. So at one level he knew that he was doing the right thing, but it was going to
hurt his political party and his friends in Congress who were from the south and Democrats. At
another level, he was appealing to them in a way that was both political and from a sense of
fairness.




Q: Was the House as much of a problem as the Senate?

JONES: They were both tough in getting the votes. The difference was that in the Senate
you had the filibuster rule and that could essentially kill legislation by talking it to death, as
opposed to voting against it. That's why you had to have a slightly different way of approaching
it. In the House, it was a little more organized in terms of the political party pressure. One of the
reasons he spent a lot of time with Everett Dirksen on this legislation is that Dirksen could
deliver enough votes to stop the filibuster in the Senate. He appealed to Dirksen and the
heritage of lllinois and the heritage of Lincoln and all of that sort of business to get that across.

Q: What about the war on poverty? Was this a difficult one or was this just a matter of coming
up with a good plan?



JONES: Well, it was partly coming up with a good plan. Again, everybody is a product of
their experiences and he saw anti-poverty efforts as an administrator of the Youth Conservation
Corps in Texas. He saw good could be done and how people could be helped through
government programs. He deeply believed, because he had seen a lot of poverty in Texas,
that's why he deeply believed that the government with all the resources and the way that we
were growing, could tackle these problems and really alleviate them. So he believed in it deeply.
Then the question was, he talked to different staff people, | guess Califano was the major
assimilator of the ideas and reaching out across the government to get ideas and put them
together into legislative form. The President would come up with suggestions from time to time.
He deeply believed that education was the ticket to success. You had to have free and open
guality education everywhere. That was his first priority, both as a former teacher and a belief
that that's the ticket out of poverty. He deeply believed that good healthcare was another ticket
out of poverty. As we went along through this war on poverty, he got all kinds of ideas from
every different source. A fellow who was on my staff had gone to New York and lived in Harlem
for a week, or something like that, anonymously, and saw how, he was a young person from
lowa, and he saw the terrible conditions of urban poverty in the Bronx and Harlem. He came
back with an idea of some sort of federal rat infestation program. All of these kinds of ideas
came floating in and they ended up being sent to the Congress, many of them, to be put into
law. | think at some point, | mean the President obviously liked seeing all of these ideas and
liked passing all of this legislation, but at a point he got disillusioned by some of it, not as the
bills were passing but as the programs were being implemented. | remember once when John
Lindsey was mayor of New York City, basically putting a lot of pressure to get more money for
programs and basically what the President perceived out of that was political. It was not
helping the people, but this was John Lindsey's political machine to pay off the black preachers
In the poor areas, etc., and that the programs were not getting to the people and ultimately the
people who were then paying the bill, the taxpayers at large, were going to rebel against it. So
ne started developing a sort of skepticism that many of the programs could work. He never felt
that way about the basic education programs, the basic health delivery programs, but some of
the other jobs programs, and economic redevelopment programs he became disillusioned by the
time he was leaving office.




Q: One of the things that I've noticed talking to people who have been in particular African
countries where we have aid programs talk about how it is difficult to deliver because it takes a
number of years to do your studies and by the time they get underway, the administration may
change and there's a different focus or a new aid administrator comes out, and the first one was
a water man and the next one's a tfree man, something like that. Was this sort of thing
happening within...?JONES: Well, | think the problem was that there was no set infrastructure
to deliver all of these kinds of programs to the cities and what have you. The results were very
spotty. In some cities you had the local officials come in and develop infrastructure and deliver
it and be successful, but in most of them it was catch as catch can. As | said, you had poverty
entrepreneurs coming out of the wall and misusing a lot of money and not getting it to the
people. In the four years between the time | left the White House and went back to Washington
as congressman, | surprised a number of my fellow Democrats who considered me a bit
conservative by the time | got there just by asking the questions, "Is this program working?" [f
it's not working you get rid of it or change it drastically and what have you. The Democratic
Party in the Congress in the '70s was- (end of tape)

It was gospel that you couldn't change any of these "Democratic" programs, even some going
back to FDR's time, and Great Society programs, and to do so would just open the door to the
arch conservatives who would decimate everything. But | think, and as | said, if Lyndon
Johnson were still alive, this was four years later and he had died, he too would be questioning
the programs. He never wanted a program just to spend money for the sake of spending
money. He wanted it to be effective.

Q: How did, sort of Robert Kennedy, what was your relationship...did you see the relationship
with Robert Kennedy?

JONES: |did not know the relationship when Johnson was vice-President but he told me
some stories and he felt that a) Robert Kennedy was always undercutting him, and b) that
Robert Kennedy was more politically than genuinely motivated. Some of the examples are in the
field of civil rights. Fo